EDP 356 Human Devel opment

Instructor: D. Bergen, 201 McGuffey Hall, 529-6621
S. Wade, 201 McCQuffey Hall, 529-6621
TR 2:00-3:15
Bergen O fice Hours: 11:00-12:00, Tues., 4:00 - 5:00, Thurs.
Wade O fice Hours: 1:00-2:00, Tues.

Course Description: A study of devel opnental processes,

soci alization influences, and intervention strategies, surveying
the total life span fromconception to old age. Prerequisite EDP
101 or 201 or PSY 111 or equivalent. Fulfills CAS-S requirenents.

The course is the first course in two Mam Plan Thenmatic
Sequences: Patterns of Human Devel opnent (PHD) and Patterns of
Adul t Devel opnent (PAD). As hunman bei ngs nove through life, their
t houghts, feelings, and behaviors change. Physical skills,
perception, cognition, enotion and social interaction all have a
devel opnental history over the lifespan of the individual. This
course is designed to hel p you think devel opnental ly about each of
t hose aspects of functioning. In later courses in the sequence,
you woul d focus on devel opnental issues in-depth at specific age
| evel s. In the PHD sequence, you select two age periods for
further study. In the PAD sequence, you study adul thood and agi ng
i n-depth in two additional courses.

Course (bjectives: Students will:

1. Gain know edge of the biological and environnmental factors that
i nfl uence cognitive, |anguage, social, enotional, noral, play,
sexual / gender rol e devel opnent over the human |ife span.

2. Understand the rel ationships of these factors to devel opnent al
continuity and change over the human |ife-span

3. Evaluate strategies that facilitate the optimum devel opnent of
persons frombirth to old age and factors that may inhibit optinum
devel opnent (e.g., cultural, disability, economc).

4. Oritically exam ne theoretical perspectives that explain
devel opnent al processes.

5. Apply devel opnental know edge in exploring public policy issues
that may affect human devel opnent over the life span

Text : Santrock, J. W (1996). Life Span Devel opnent (Sixth
Edition). Dubuque, A Brown/MGawHII.

Addi ti onal Readi ngs: Readi ngs from Hunan Devel opnent Annual
Editions, 97/98 will be required. Additional readings specific to
certain topics will also be required.

Course Requirenents: Total of 200 points.

1. Reading of text, articles, and other assigned readi ngs and
cl ass di scussion of devel opnental issues

Because part of each class will be discussion format and sone
classes will involve cooperative |learning activities, al



students are expected to be prepared by having read assi gned
readi ngs before that topic is presented in class.

For cooperative learning activities, group nenbers wll read
different articles and be prepared to share the information.
Sone of the article sharing/discussion will take place in

cl ass but each class nenber will also be required to

descri be/di scuss articles or text informati on on the conputer
|istserv network. They will initiate discussion or respond to
discussion initiated by others at |east four tines through
the listserv during the senester. They nmay comment on topics,
using the listserv additional tinmes if they wish to.

In class participation will count for 10 points of course
grade; listserv participation will count for 10 points of
course grade.

LI STSERV COMPUTER NETWORK wi || be expl ai ned and denonstrat ed
to students.

2. Four nultiple choice/short answer tests.

These are designed to assure that all students are gaining
t he basic groundi ng i n human devel opnent know edge. Each test
will count for 20 points (80 total).

3. Self-analysis of the student's own devel opnental continuity and
change i n one devel opnental domain (cognitive, |anguage, social,
enotional, noral, play, or sexual/gender role).

Students w il select a devel opnental domain they wish to
expl ore and retrospectively describe their behaviors,
beliefs, and thinking patterns related to that donain at
three different tinme periods: at |late chil dhood (el enentary
age), at early adol escence (mddl e school age), and at |ate
adol escence (senior high or college age). They shoul d use
past artifacts (school yearbooks, class work, draw ngs,
pictures, etc.) and interviews (of parents, friends,
teachers, etc.) as nenory sources, as well as their own past
diaries, journals, or present nenory of crucial past events.
This analysis is shared only wth instructor, not with class
menbers. Analysis will count for 25 points.

NOTE: If a student does not wi sh to engage in/share
self-analysis, an alternate assignnent nay be negotiated with
instructor. This should be negotiated during the first two
weeks of cl ass.

4. Two observations of human behavior (selected fromtwo different
age periods) and an analysis of the behavior in relation to
potenti al biological and environnental influences.

One observation nust be of a child under the age of eight and
one of a person in adol escence, early, mddle, or late

adul t hood. Potential observation sites will be provided for
t hose students who do not have access to young chil dren.
Students wll be expected to find the ol der age subject. The
observation will include both a naturalistic account of

behavi or and an account of the subjects' thinking or beliefs



gained froman interview (for young subjects, parent may be
interviewed.) Each observation will count for 25 points. (50
total)

5. Final examwitten in class, worth 25 points, which wll
consi st of either:

A short critical essay exam ning the potential effects of somne
type of institutional intervention strategy on the devel opnent
of persons who are exceptional or at-risk for devel oprmenta
delay (e.g., the school; a community agency; l|local, state, or
f ederal governnent)

A short critical essay exam ning the potential effects of one
type of famly system (e.g., socio-culturally different; high
or | ow soci oeconom c; worki ng/ non-wor ki ng parents) on at | east
two human devel opnental donains at various stages in the life
span.

A short critical essay taking a thoughtful, well docunented
public policy position on a controversial issue in human
devel opnent (e.g., famly |l eave policy, health care policy,
devel opnental | y appropriate school curriculum finding hones
for the honel ess, discontinuation of welfare.)

Gradi ng Scal e:
200-198 = A+; 197-188 = A 187-182 = A-; 181-176 = B+; 175-166 =

B, 165-160 = B-; 159-154 = C+; 153-144 = C 143-138 = CG; 137-132
=D+; 131-122 = D, 121-116 = D-; 115 or below = F

Week by Wek Course Qutli ne:

The course will alternate sections that focus on information about
devel opnental trends and stages at each age level of the Iife span
with sections that focus on discussion of issues related to
practice and policy that affect optinum devel opnental outcones.
Cruci al and sonetines controversial issues and thenes that affect
devel opnent in various ways at different points in the life span
wi |l be addressed. Readings will be fromthe |ifespan devel opnent
text, the readings text, and the additional articles assigned.

Jan. 13 and 15: The Life-Span Devel opnental Perspective
Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapter 1 and 2

Jan. 20 and 22: Biol ogi cal Begi nni ngs
Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapters 3 and 4

Jan. 27: Discussion of Genetic and Prenatal |nfluences on
Devel opnent, from Annual Editions; Additional readings to
be assi gned.
First listserv coments should be comruni cated this week

Jan. 29: Test One
Begi n Infancy and Early Chil dhood

Feb. 3 and 5: Infancy



Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapters 5, 6, 7

Feb. 10 and 12: Early Chil dhood
Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapters 8, 9

NOTE: TUES. FEB. 17 IS MON TUE SW TCH DAY; NO CLASS TUES. FEB. 17

Feb. 19: D scussion of Devel opnental |ssues of Infancy and Early
Chil dhood; Fam |y, Cultural |nfluences on Devel opnent
from Annual Editions; Additional readings to be assigned.

Second listserv comments shoul d be communi cated this week

Feb. 24: Test Two
Begin Mddl e and Late Chil dhood

Feb. 26 and March 3: M ddle and Late Chil dhood
Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapters 10, 11

Mar. 5: Begin Adol escence
Sel f-anal ysis of own devel opnent will be due on March 31

Break Week: March 7-15 (This may be a good tinme to start
col l ecting observational, interview, and/or self-analysis data.)

Mar. 17: Adol escence
Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapters 12, 13

Mar. 19: D scussion of Devel opnental |ssues of Chil dhood and
Adol escence; Fam |y, School, and Cultural Influences on
Devel opnent from Annual Editions, Additional readings to
be assi gned.
Third listserv comments should be communi cated this week

Mar. 24: Test Three
Begin Early and M ddl e Adul t hood

Mar. 26: Early Adul t hood:
Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapters 14

Mar. 31: Early Adul t hood
Fourth listserv comments shoul d be communi cated this week

Sel f- Anal ysi s due

Apr. 2: Mddl e Adul thood
Readi ngs from Sant rock Chapters 16, 17

Apr. 7 and 9: Discussion of Devel opnental |ssues During Early and
M ddl e Adul thood; Famly, Cultural Influences on
Devel oprent, from Annual Editions, Additional readings to
be assi gned
Qbservational /interviews anal yses of subjects due Apr. 21

Apr. 14 and 16: Begin Late Adul t hood
Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapters 18, 19

Apr. 21: Late Adult hood
Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapter 20
Gbservational /interviews anal yses due D scussion of
observational /i ntervi ews anal yses



Apr .

Apr .

Fi nal

23:

28:

30:

Test Four

Di scussi on of Devel opnental |ssues During Late

Adul t hood; Fam |y, Cultural Influences on Devel opnent,
from Annual Editions; Additional readings to be assigned.
Final listserv comments should be comuni cated this week

Deat h and Dyi ng
Readi ngs from Santrock: Chapter 21

Devel opnental |ssues in Context: Perspectives fromthe
Li fe Span

Exam Wek of May 6




